Blockbuster has the 


FORCE 


Reviewer says ‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
captures the spirit of the original trilogy 


while pushing the storyline forward 


WEEKEND LIFE, 1C 


_ PION, 


| TwinCities «com! COM) 


digitalfirst 


$99 FOR $500 


Worth of Attic Insulation from 
Snap Construction 


> CLASSIFIED, SECTION D |x DECEMBER 15, 2017 


treetcar plan rolls forward 


Rail line would connect downtown St. Paul, MSP, Mall of America 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


A modern streetcar line should 
someday connect downtown 
St. Paul to Bloomington, complet- 


ing a “transit triangle” formed by 
the Blue Line and Green Line 
between Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport, according to regional poli- 
cymakers. 


After three years of study and 29 
public meetings, the Riverview 
Corridor’s policy advisory commit- 
tee voted 11-2 on Thursday in sup- 
port of the future $1.4 billion to $2 
billion transit line, which would 


travel down West Seventh Street 
in St. Paul and cross the Mississip- 
pi River at or near the Minnesota 5 
bridge. 

Committee members acknowl- 
edged that years of environmental 
and engineering work remain. 
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A quiet remembrance in Newtown 


HOWARD SIMMONS / NEW YORK DAILY NEWS/TNS 
People arrive at the Saint Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Church in Newtown, Conn., Thursday, to mark 
the five-year anniversary of the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School; 20 children and six 
educators at the school were slain before the gunman, Adam Lanza, turned the gun on himself. 


Rubio a ‘no 
vote on tax 
bill — for now 


Florida GOP senator 


wants child tax 
credit expanded 


By Jeff Stein 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Marco 
Rubio informed Senate leaders 
Thursday he intends to vote 
against Republicans’ $1.5 trillion 
tax plan unless it includes a larger 
expansion of a child tax credit. 

“I understand that this is a pro- 
cess of give and take, especially 
when there’s only a couple of us 
fighting for it, the leverage is less- 
ened,” Rubio, R-Fla., said Thurs- 
day in the Senate. “But given all 
the other changes made in the tax 
code leading into it, I can’t in good 
conscience support it unless we 
are able to increase [the child tax 
credit], and there’s ways to do it 
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Telecoms say rule 


By Barbara Ortutay and 
Tali Arbel 


Associated Press 
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argued. 
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stifled innovation; 
opponents skeptical 


The Federal Communications 
Commission repealed Obama- 
era “net neutrality” rules Thurs- 
day, giving internet service pro- 
viders like Verizon, Comcast 
and AT&T a free hand to slow or 
block certain websites and apps 
or charge websites more for 


The FCC’s party-line vote of 3-2 
repeals the rule that said all web 
traffic must be treated equally, 
and is a departure from more 
than a decade of federal over- 


Consumers might not feel the 
effects of this decision right 
away. But eventually they could 
begin to see packages and pric- 
ing schemes that would steer 
them toward some content over 
others, critics of the FCC’s vote 
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However, supporters say the 
elimination of the rules would 
spur innovation in the internet. 
Big telecommunications compa- 
nies had lobbied to overturn the 
contending they are 
heavy-handed and discourage 
investment in broadband net- 


rules, 


works. 
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FCC votes to end ‘net neutrality 


JACQUELYN MARTIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai, right, 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn, far left, and others are asked to leave 
the chamber by a member of security Thursday just before a vote on 
net neutrality. The reason for the evacuation was unspecified. 


“What is the FCC doing 
today?” asked FCC chairman 
Ajit Pai, a Republican. “Quite 
simply, we are restoring the 
light-touch framework that has 
governed the internet for most 
of its existence.” 
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Evidence 
lacking in 
Damond 
shooting 


Prosecutor Freeman 
captured on video 
criticizing inquiry 


By Steve Karnowski 
Associated Press 


Hennepin County Attorney Mike 
Freeman said he doesn’t yet have 
enough evidence 
to charge a Minne- 
apolis police offi- 
cer who killed an 
unarmed Austra- 
lian woman this 
summer, blaming 
investigators who 
“haven’t done 
their job.” 

Freeman is still 
deciding whether to charge officer 
Mohamed Noor, who shot Justine 
Ruszczyk Damond in the alley 
behind her home in July. Damond 
had called 911 to report a possible 
sexual assault. As she approached 
the squad car, Noor fired from the 
passenger seat, across his partner 
and through the driver’s window. 

Damond’s death in Southwest 
Minneapolis’ Fulton neighbor- 
hood sparked protests and led to a 
police department shake-up, 
including the resignation of Chief 
Janee Harteau. 

Freeman was captured on video 
at a Minneapolis Regional Labor 
Federation holiday reception 
Wednesday night expressing his 
frustration after he was asked 


Justine 
Damond 
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College 
closes 


Downtown St. Paul 
music school out of 
funds, chairman says 


By Deanna Weniger 
dweniger@pioneerpress.com 


Megan Freitas, 21, was heading 
to her last class of the day in 
downtown St. Paul on Thursday 
when she got an email that would 
change everything. 

“It is with deep regret that we 
are writing to you to inform you 
that McNally Smith College of 
Music must discontinue all course 
offerings at the end of this fall 
semester, 2017,” stated the email 
sent out by college officials. 

Instructors had received a differ- 
ent email shortly before from 
board chairman Jack McNally 
explaining that the private music 
school, which has been a fixture in 
downtown St. Paul for nearly 20 
years, did not have enough money 
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